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Get out your snowshoes and wax 
your cross-country skis. The Western 
Michigan’s Chapter annual winter out-
ing is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 20. 
It is the first in a series of outings and 
hikes our members will enjoy during 
2010. 

The snowshoe and cross country ski 
outing begins at 10 AM with pastries 
served up by Stephanie Black, the 
event’s longtime chair, at the Birch 
Grove Schoolhouse in Newaygo 
County. As it is every winter, the water 
is turned off so bring your own. As for 
the heat, schoolhouse manager Len 
Baron promises to turn it on. 

After the activity in the snow, par-
ticipants will return to the schoolhouse 
for a potluck so bring a dish or two to 
pass and your own beverage.  

If you are new to the chapter and 
haven’t visited the schoolhouse, it’s 
easy to find. Head north on M37 
through White Cloud to Five Mile 
Road. Turn left and when you run out 
of blacktop, turn left and find the 
schoolhouse on your left.   

Stephanie would appreciate knowing 
how many plan to show up so give her 
a ring at (616) 675-7237 if you intend 
to come. 

One final word: If there is no snow-
and we've had that happen on these out-
ings-the event will still be held but we'll 
hike instead. Some come prepared to 
walk if necessary. 

In the Spring, three hikes led by 
Western Michigan Chapter member 
Andy Mytys (and our webmaster) will 
provide a rare visit to the border area 
where the North Country Trail enters 
Michigan from Ohio. To participate in 
any of the hikes please contact Andy 
Mytys at (248) 935-6486 or 
amytys@FollowTheBlazes.com.  

Andy describes the hikes as follows: 

Saturday - Sunday, April 10-11 - 
Run from the Border, Hike #1  —
MI/OH Border - Lost Nations SGA - 
Jonesville, MI 

On Saturday, we'll meet in Jones-
ville and head for the border, dividing 
up the vehicles between Jonesville, the 
Lost Nations State Game Area - storage 
for our camping gear to keep the walk-
ing loads light - and the Michigan/Ohio 
border.  

We'll hike along the North Country 
Trail 14 miles from the Ohio Border 

north to the Lost Nations State Game 
Area, where we'll camp overnight. Ten 
miles will be composed of road walk-
ing, so the mileage will come easier 
than if we were hiking in the woods the 
entire day.  

On Sunday, we'll hike 17.1 miles 
back to our starting point in Jonesville. 
Thirteen of today's miles will be com-
posed of road walking.  

 
Saturday - Sunday, April 24-25 - 

Run from the Border, Hike #2 — 
Jonesville - Homer - Albion, MI 

On Saturday, we'll meet in Albion 
and head for Jonesville, dividing up the 
vehicles between Albion and Jonesville.  

We'll hike along the North Country 
Trail 17.9 miles from Jonesville north 
to Homer, where we'll spend the night. 
All of this weekend's hiking will be 
over roads, so the miles, while high, 
will come much easier than if we were 
hiking in the woods.  

On Sunday, we'll hike 10.6 miles 
back to our starting point in Albion. 

  
Saturday - Sunday, May 22-23 - 

Run from the Border, Hike #3 —     
Albion - Marshall - Battle Creek, MI 

On Saturday, we'll meet in Battle 
Creek and head for Albion, dividing up 
the vehicles between Battle Creek and 
Albion.  

We'll hike along the NCT 16.6 miles 
from Albion north to Marshall, where 
we'll stay overnight in a nice bed-and-
breakfast. All of this weekend's hiking 
will be over roads, so the miles, while 
high, will come much easier than if we 
were hiking in the woods.  

On Sunday, we'll hike 16 miles back 
to our starting point in Battle Creek.  

For further details on all the hikes, 
contact Andy. 
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Snow outing opens trail schedule this month 

—Photo by JoAnne Baron 
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The long delayed Elmwood to 
Lowell route over an abandoned rail-
road right of way is showing signs of 
life with the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) showing inter-
est in reviving a project to turn the 
right-of-way into a recreation trail us-
able for the North Country National 
Scenic Trail. 

As originally conceived six years 
ago, the project would have been a part-
nership with Lowell Township, MDOT, 
the Department of Natural Resources, 
Kent County Parks Department and the 
Western Michigan Chapter of the North 
Country Trail Association. Because of 
the requirements of the various govern-
mental agencies, it was to be a non-
paved, non-motorized but multi-
purpose trail, suitable for bicycles as 
well as hikers.  

While the NCT is supposed to be an 
exclusive hiking trail, exceptions have 
been made to deal with special circum-
stances. In this case, the Association 
favored the plan because it had no other 
practical way to cross Interstate 96 and 
it could lead to an eventual joining of 
the trail sections managed by the Chief 
Noonday Chapter in Barry County and 
the Western Michigan Chapter in Kent 
County. 

Land acquisition (the railroad's 
right-of-way) was to be financed pri-
marily by Lowell Township applying 
for recreational funds from the Natural 
Resources Trust Fund. 

For a number of reasons, mostly 
having to do with difficulty in establish-
ing exact ownership of the land, the 
project foundered.   

Then late last year, MDOT received 
federal funds to be used for recreation 
and approached the North Country Trail 
Association about reviving the project. 
This year, Bruce Matthews, executive 
director of the NCTA, Andrea Ketch-
mark, the Association's new Director of 
Trail Management, and Chuck Vannette 

and Chuck Hayden, from the Western 
Michigan Chapter, represented the 
NCTA in a serious of meetings with 
MDOT and DNR representatives to 
discuss the project. 

MDOT explained that in order to 
keep the money, progress--particularly 
in the form of a management plan--had 
to be demonstrated by October of this 
year. Much of that work would fall onto 
the shoulders of our chapter. 

That reality presented our chapter's 
Board of Directors with an important 
question: Should we take the lead in 
creating a trail that very well might be 
used heavily by bicycle riders?  While 
the National Park Service, administrator 

of the North Country Trail, said it 
would entertain certifying the trail even 
if it were not exclusively for foot traf-
fic, hikers would still face the usual 
obstacles when sharing with bicycles. 
The Board debated the issue exten-
sively at its February meeting and fi-
nally concluded to support the project 
and accepted Chuck Hayden's offer to 
work on a plan. 

In early February, Chuck and Paul-
Haan met with Roger Sabine, Director 
of the Kent County Parks and Recrea-
tion Department to see whether the 
County was still interested in becoming 
a partner in the effort. The County will 
participate, but not with  money. 

Elmwood/Lowell 
Reroute gets 
New attention 

Photo by Aaron Phipps 
Sharon Phipps shows how route could go under Inters tate 96. 
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  Roger Meyer rogmey@aol.com� (616) 975-1937 Secretary 

  JoAnne Baron jlbaron@charter.net� (616) 677-3598 Treasurer 

  Werner Veit wv12@aol.com� (616) 776-1630 Past President 

  Paul Haan paulhaan1@gmail.com� (616) 734-9443 Trail Manager 

  Len Baron jlbaron@charter.net� (616) 677-3598 Schoolhouse Mgr 

  John Mason cubmastermason@gmail.com� (616) 987-0133 Communications 

  Kathy Holwerda skyeyes05@aol.com� (616) 453-4085 Membership 

  Stephanie Black --- (616) 675-7237 Director at Large 

  Kevin Knoll kevinknoll@grar.com� (616) 437-4219 Director at Large 

  Lisa Locke im2bwater@comcast.net� (616) 914-1597 Director at Large 

  Jack Post rensep@hotmail.com� (616) 682-1855 Director at Large 

 Chuck Vannette cvann30643@aol.com� (616) 456-9725 Director at Large 
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The Western Michigan Chapter finished 
2009 with an operating surplus of 
$1,839. Our capital surplus, funds put 
aside for major needs, dropped by $5,000 
because of our chapter's share of the cost 
of engineering three bridges to be con-
structed in the Huron-Manistee National 
Forest. The details: 

The Western Michigan Chapter fin-
ished 2009 with an operating surplus of 
$1,839. Our capital surplus, funds put 
aside for major needs, dropped by 
$5,000 because of our chapter's share of 
the cost of engineering three bridges to 
be constructed in the Huron-Manistee 
National Forest. The details: 

Chapter Membership 
Remains Steady 

Financial Statements 2010 Budget 
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2009 Results �

Operating Account
Income

Dues Share 2,544$     
Collections 37$         
Contributions 560$       
Rental Income 1,340$     
Interest 525$       

Total Income 5,006$     

Expenses
Communications 155$       
Events and Outings 685$       
Schoolhouse 1,441$     
Trail Maintenance 849$       
Miscellaneous 37$         

Total 3,167$     
Operating Surplus 1,839$     
Operating Balance 1,505$     

Reserves Account
Bridge Plan Costs 5,000$     

Reserves Balance 14,670$   
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After some losses in 2008, the West-
ern Michigan Chapter of the North 
Country Trail Association membership 
pretty much held its own in 2009. New 
members who joined during the year, just 
about made up for those we lost. We 
started the year with 246 paid up mem-
bers and ended the year with 242.  

During the last quarter of 2009, we 
welcomed 12 who joined our ranks. If 
you meet them at our outings, please 
make them feel welcome. The newest 
members are: 

Judy Schanta, David Baum, Jaron 
Nyhof, Leonard Lane, Brad Nicholson, 
Janice Doyle, Robert Plaisier, David 
Brower, Dan Adsmond,  John Mason and 
Paul Arnold. 

Dan, who was a member before, is 
the son of Alan and Lou Adsmond, who 
are among our most long-standing mem-
bers.  

John, a cub master in Lowell, is ea-
ger to introduce his pack to the North 
Country National Scenic Trail.  

Paul rented a lakeside cabin to Lisa 
Locke, chair of our communications 
committee, last summer and then found 
himself recruited into membership by 
Lisa! 

A large tree, felled by a winter storm 
in the Rogue River State Game area, 
landed square on a bridge built by our 
chapter and caused considerable damage. 
Trail Manager Paul Haan reported to the 
Chapter's Board of Directors at this 
month's meeting that repair of the bridge 
will be one of the priorities of the trail 
and maintenance committee this con-
struction season. 

Besides reappointing Paul, the Board 
also reappointed Len Baron, schoolhouse 
manager, and Kathy Holwerda, member-
ship chair. Lisa Locke vacated the chair-
manship of the communications commit-
tee and will serve, instead, as a director 
at large. John Mason was appointed to 
replace her and joins the Board. 

Winter storm fells tree, 
Damages our bridge 
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Financial Statements � 2010 Budget �
Trail Maintenance

Tools and Equipment
2 Pulaskis 140$      
1 Leaf Blower 450$      
4 Pick-Mattocks 130$      
2 Gallons Blaze Paint 40$        
Refresh first aid kit 75$        
Shipping 40$        

Equipment Maintenance 150$      
Signs and Posts 120$      
Private Land Maps 50$        
Recognitions 50$        
Bridge Repair 300$      

Total Trail Maintenance 1,545$  

Communications
Bootprints Newsletter

Ongoing
Printing 72$        
Postage 270$      
Paper and Supplies 75$        

Onetime
Publisher Software 180$      
Instruction Book 27$        

SubTotal 624$      
Postage 50$        

Total Communications 674$      

Events and Outings
Maintenance Day 100$      
Trails Day 45$        
Fun Day 30$        
Member Meetings 500$      
Holiday Party 20$        

Total Events 695$      

Schoolhouse
Utilities 700$      
Supplies 150$      
Maintenance and Repairs 1,000$  

Total Schoolhouse 1,850$  

Total Expenses 4,764$  
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Saturday, February 20—Annual snowshoe and cross country ski outing beginning at 10 AM from the Birch Grove School-
house in Newaygo County. Contact: Stephanie Black, (616) 675-7237. 

Saturday, March 27—Trail work in Fallasburg Park near Lowell: blazing, riprap and drainages on the new trail. Contact, Paul 
Haan at paulhaan1@gmail.com or (616) 734-9443. 

Saturday-Sunday, April 10-11—Run from the Border, Hike #1, from Jonesville, MI through Lost National State Game Area to 
the Ohio border. Contact, andy@followtheblazes.com or (248) 953-6486. 

Saturday, April 17—Trail cleanup on the NCT and clean-up at the Birch Grove Schoolhouse. Contact Trail Manager Paul Haan 
at paulhaan1@gmail.com or (616) 734-9443 and Schoolhouse Manager Len Baron at jlbaron@charter.net or (616) 677-
3598. 

Saturday-Sunday, April 24-35—Run from the Border, Hike #2 from Albion to Homes to Jonesville. Contact Andy Mytys as 
above. 

Saturday-Sunday, May 22-23—Run from the Border, Hike #3, from Battle Creek, MI to Albion, MI. Contact Andy Mytys as 
above. 
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