 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Spirit of the Woods Chapter

General Meeting

September 8, 2005

Scottville Library, Scottville, MI 7pm

Members: Ed Chappel, Ed Morse, Ramona Venegas, Deb Kreiger, Rich Kreiger, Joan Young

Forest Service: Brian Belt

Meeting called to order by Rich Kreiger at 7:10 pm

Forest Service report- Brian

Freesoil Trailhead- need official comment from the chapter to keep it open to Jim Thompson.


Rich will do

Aware of circumvention of gate at FR 8020 - they will look into it

FS did work with Home Depot and SPW from Upper River Road to Coates Hwy.  Recutting the shelf and reducing the number of water bars.  Turned out well, and water runoff is working correctly.

Brian looked at the work we did by 8020, he wants to work more closely with us on future work.


Please don't work on the north side of 8020 until he can work with us.

He is also concerned about deadfall brought into the trail- doesn't want the trail lined with trees.  He's also found trees at 90 degree angles to the trail next to the trail.  (These were placed to keep bikes from riding around the water bars.)  Need to keep it more open for the bikes.

Eddington Creek- Rich reports that there is a trail to a camp site about half way down hill on north side that goes up to a plateau, and that has now been torn up and people have scrambled straight up the bank.  Brian will have to look at it.

NCT 9" emblems at road crossings.  Still in progress to get them put up.  Brian wants to use tamper-proof screws so they won't be stolen.

Rich reports damage to trail with shovel holes just north of Upper River Road

Ramona- Manistee Barrens Project- boardwalk area (Tyndall to Riverside Dr.) There will be jackpine logging with 100 foot buffer on each side of trail.  Will begin next spring.  She has requested building two parking spots on the road to the boardwalk with earmarked money from the Timber Sale.

Bench south of Marilla is in place, there will be a retaining wall put in place below it.

Ed C- what puncheon is required south of Sterling Marsh.  Scott has wanted turnpike project scrapped, but he has approved rough-sawn oak puncheon there.  Ed and Joan think that some of those places can be fixed with small reroutes, but there was not complete agreement about exactly where this is.

Swampy area north of 76th St.  Scott wants corduroy put in and packed with dirt.

Brian- wants pictures of different projects that have been done in the past year.

Joan- explanation of the Teddy Keizer 50/50 Challenge hike.  He will be hiking 9-Mile Road to Marilla on October 27.  The chapter could host a Lower Peninsula event with box lunches and patches for all who hike with Teddy for any portion.  Chapters would be invited to participate and bring displays from their local group.  The chapter would need to help by providing shuttles and packing lunches.  Ed C. would like to have someone hiking with him for every portion of the hike.

Ed C. moves to go ahead with plans for Teddy Keizer hike.  Deb seconded.  Passed.

Triad will be October 18-19 at the Chequamegon NF.  Joan and Brian will attend.

Rich Krieger received Trail Maintainer of the Year

NCTA will host the 2007 PNTS Conference.

Gold Star Certification was reviewed by Deb and Joan.  Deb suggests having a chapter meeting to talk about the standards and to try to attain that status for one section of our trail.

Ed Chappel- two good work days with Home Depot this summer.  Three first time, seven on the second one.  They want to continue to work on the trail.  September is their volunteer month, but they need 3 weeks advance notice to schedule.  Planning working from 8020 south, or possibly to get them to help do blazing.  North from River Road needs work too.

Ed Chappel- thinks that the formation of the blazing team has put people off and made them feel that their work was not good enough.  He feels that the lack of participation by people is due to the superior attitude of the club towards them.  Joan countered that this was never the intention of the group to make people feel inferior, but only to offer help on this task.

Ed C is trying to follow up with trail adopters.  He hasn't heard from many of them.

Ed C- Trailer update.  Used Brian's trailer to haul the mower once.  His is 5x10 foot and there was no problem.  The next size is 6x10, and he recommends that size, side door, rear ramp and tool kits for sides.  The grant is applied for and we will have the trailer.  About 200 hours needed to match it.

Need executive committee meeting during the summer next year.  Perhaps meet at one of the trouble spots.

Brian suggests that a check list of things to look at on the mower and things to do whenever it goes out.  The Eds will work on creating this.

Mo is not here tonight.  Treasury $3113.60 as of July.  Membership is at 102.

Autumn news letter will be coming out soon.

For October 8 Ed C. suggests hiking from Upper River Road south to a campsite Ed will lead. About 2.5 miles.

Nov 12- Rich will lead

Dec 10- Joan will lead- Ramona, Deb ideas- Portage Inn Friday night- hike, supper, swim

Jan 14- MacKenzie X-Country ski area- Ramona contact person

Joan will send email asking for hike leaders.

Breakfast area Day's Inn October 13 7 pm Exec Com

Adjourned 8:55.

