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A wholehearted THANKS to all who participated in the construction of 
the boardwalk. These include many people that worked tirelessly 
through the last three summers. The Spirit of the Woods chapter of the 
North Country Trail members put in many volunteer hours along with 
many family and friends. The chapter also has a òSenior 
Teamò (average age is 70 years) that came in during the mid-week. We 
are grateful for the work from Forest Service personnel, the group from 
Dunrovin (a Whirlpool retreat center in Baldwin, MI), the 2010 NCTA 
Volunteer work week crew (4 people), crews from Home Depot, the 
2011 American Hiking Association Volunteer Work week crew (11 peo-
ple). This especially included two young ladies (ages 12 and 14 years 
old) who carried lumber all day for 3 days.  
A special thank you goes to Steve Webster. He is on his 3rd gallon of 
boundary marking paint. When he sees a problem he just gets what-
ever material he needs and fixes it. Just during this summer alone, 
starting the week before the volunteer week till we finished, he worked 
23 full days. 
Another thank you goes to the group of Calvinist Cadets and their adult 
leaders, who came on two different days this summer  and helped us 
carry lumber a half mile into the work site. Thank you also to the Na-
tional Park Service for the original funding each year. Thanks again to 
the U. S. Forest Service and Spirit of the Woods chapter of the North 
Country Trail for coming up with funding to complete additional board-
walk, as the need became obvious. 
The original plan was to be multi year, I figured 4 to 5. The original 
distance was to be 1,184 ft. That grew to 2,697 feet as we, the Spirit of 
the Woods chapter of the NCTA and the Forest Service personnel, 
continued to monitor the marsh, both in the spring and after heavy 
rains.  
We have more than doubled the original distance and completed it in 3 
years. The continued attention to detail during construction by the team 
leaders and the tremendous effort by all who helped, has made the 
boardwalk something that we can all be proud of. So letôs show it off to 
friends and family and maybe it will get more people interested in the 
North Country trail as it stretches 4600 miles, eighty of the miles in our 
section that our chapter maintains.  
Many of us questioned the need for the wheel chair safety rail, but I  

truly believe that, based on a few areas of the trail, we repaired during 
the last two years, and how they have held up, that it will be feasible. 
With the proper benching and material on the trail, coming from the 
 two- track, (Forest Road 6241 off of Jenks Road south of Baldwin, MI) 
individuals with disabilities will someday be able to enjoy the birds and 
wild flowers in the spring and the wild game the rest of the year. 
Thanks again to all. 
Here are the statistics: 
The sections of boardwalk have all been numbered on both ends. 
There are thirteen sections in all. 
Below is a list of the sections, their measured length and the numerical 
sequence they fall, going from south to north. Also included is the year 
they were constructed. The boardwalk was constructed in 8 ft. seg-
ments and has approaches of wood or soil depending on the circum-
stances. Thus there is some variation in length. 
 All of the sections have wheelchair safety rails on them. The 2009 
construction had the safety rails at 33 inches in width and the standard 
was 30 inches. In late summer 2009 it was revised to 36 inches. They 
again were revised to 40 inches in 2010 and all new construction is at 
40 inch width.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ed Chappel Boardwalk through Sterling Marsh  
has been completed on 8-13-11! 

Yearly Totals 
2009 Construction  631.5 ft.                3 Sections  
2010 Construction 955. 0 ft.                2 Sections 
2011 Construction 1,110.5 ft.               8 Sections  
 
Totals by Section                             Year Completed                                                                        
                     
Section ï 1     302.5 ft.   2011 
Section ï 2  177.0 ft.   2011 
Section ï 3  297.0 ft.   2009 
Section ï 4  112.5 ft.   2009 
Section ï 5  222.0 ft.    2009 
Section ï 6    32.0 ft.   2010 
Section ï 7  923.0 ft.   2010 
Section ï 8  122.5 ft.   2011 
Section ï 9    86.0 ft.   2011 
Section ï 10  158.5 ft.   2011 
Section ï 11    44.0 ft.   2011 
Section ï 12      8.0 ft.   2011   Small Bridge 
Section ï 13  212.0 ft.   2011 

Total Distance 2,697 feet  
1295 Volunteer Hours (this year) 
By Ed Chappel, Spirit of the Woods Trail Coordinator 

Photo by  
Brian Buchanan 

1/2 MILE TOTAL! 
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July 25 -29 Work Week with the American Hiking Association  

We had another very successful work week. Dave Jaunese with the Forest Service arranged for a group of volunteer vaca-
tioners to come for a week in July and stay at the Schoolhouse and work with our chapter and the West Michigan chapter. 
Chuck Morlock, a trip participant, created a 10 minute video which is a jewel. See it at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5cFOliiRqL8&feature=player_profilepage or on our website.   

North Country Trail 

National Conference  

August 2 -5, 2012  

 

Next year the North Country Trail Na-
tional Conference will be very close to us. It is scheduled for August 2-5 
(Thurs.-Sun.) in Augusta, MI. It will be hosted by the Chief Noonday 
chapter (www.northcountrytrail.org/cnd). Please put this on your calen-
dar, especially if you havenôt attended a conference yet. It is well worth 
your time. There are hikes and speakers and classes with the topics re-
lated to the North Country Trail and hiking. If you are an NCT member 
you will get more information from the National NCT office as we get 
closer to the date. 

Changing to Email Delivery  

At our board meeting in July we decided to ex-
plore the option of our membership receiving 
the newsletter by email. We would like to save 
on postage and copying costs by doing this.  

If you would prefer to receive your newsletter by postal mail 
please contact me at lobach@hughes.net or call me at 231 
266-8584. If we do not hear from you we will assume that it is 
ok to send our newsletter by email.  
If we do not have your email I will note this on your mailing 
label. We would like to make the change to mostly electronic 
delivery with the next newsletter in January. 

Cadets from the Reformed Church, (we had 
over 120 boys and adult volunteers during two 
days help us move lumber back to the work 
site) The process occasionally led to a few 
ñtraffic jamsò. Photo by Chuck Morlock 

Above: Another water experience. The July 16 monthly ñhikeò was a paddle 
down the Big Manistee River from Holdenpyle Dam to Red Bridge. This was a 
very nice experience and an especially nice alternative to hiking on a hot day. 

L-R: Dave Jaunese, 
(With the Forest Ser-
vice) who arranged for 
the AHS work week, 
Kassie and Gary hard 
at work finishing the 
decking on the last 
boardwalk section. 

Rest Day Wed. Kayaking the Pere Marquette River. AHS Work 
Week Participants: L-R, Bottom Row; Wendy, Natalie, Loren, Dottie, 
Terri. Top Row; L-R: D.J., Annette Kyla, Chuck, Sue, Kassie, Dave 
Not Pictured, Gary 

Sue (from CA) and Wendy (from Chicago) who travelled all the 
way to northern MI to work in a swamp! (Well, ok, a marsh). To 
all the work week participants, thank you! See more pictures in 
color on the website www.northcountrytrail.org/spw 

Steve Webster; Could he be 
praying that this project be 
over?? 
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EVENTS CALENDAR  
Everyone is welcome to attend our activities.  
For up-to-date information and maps to events,  

visit our website at www.northcountrytrail.org/spw   
or contact Ed Chappel 

   Hikes and Other Outings  
FFI see www.northcountrytrail.org/spw 

 

Please put these dates on your calendar for  outings. Be-
cause of the summer work schedule we will have hikes on the 
third Saturday of the months. Join Us! 

Saturday-Sept. 17, 2011-10 AM-Hike Hike a nice loop along 

the Pere Marquette near Baldwin. The access point will be the 

Maple Leaf access. FFI contact Joan Young at 231 757-2205 

or email jhy@t-one.net   Directions: Taylor Road (Forest Road 5580) 

is a sand road off US-10, 2 miles west of Branch or 2 miles east of Wal-

halla. Turn south on Taylor Road. (Taylor Road north of US 10 is slightly 

west of the turn south). After 0.4 mile you cross the RR tracks and come to 

a fork with the Forest Service kiosk and self-pay tube. The right hand fork 

(FR 8761) leads to parking in 0.2 mile. The left hand fork (FR 5580) leads 

to parking and the trails to the river in 0.3 mile. See http://

www.getoffthecouch.info/mason/mapleleaf.htm for a map.  

Saturday Sept. 24, 10 AM; Picnic and celebration of the com-

pletion of the Ed Chappel boardwalk through Sterling Marsh. 

The media and local folks will be invited to see the completed 

boardwalk and meet the volunteers who worked on it. Please 

join us for the celebration. Even if you are camera shy please 

come anyway so we can celebrate together. 

Saturday, Oct. 8 , 2011-5 PM Picnic. 7 PM 
Annual Meeting and Speaker Joan Young  
At Faith Fellowship Church in Irons, MI. Address is 8889 
W. 6 Mile Road, Irons, MI. Join us for the close to our year 
and the start of a new one. We will have a picnic. Joan 
Young will be our speaker with a video program for you 
about her highlights of hiking the North Country Trail. 
Joan is the first woman to have hiked the entire trail and 
brings her unique perspective to the experience. You will 
enjoy this presentation whether you have ever hiked 
overnight or day-tripped in the forest. 
 

Saturday Nov 19 10 AM. Hike some of the Manistee River 
Trail from Coates Highway at Red Bridge. There is no fee for 
parking in the parking lot. The trail has been re-benched and 
re-blazed by the Forest Service this summer. FFI Dave Mar-
tus or Loren Bach 231 729-0544 or email lobach@hughes.net 
 
Saturday Dec. 17-10 AM Hike or snowshoe. Meet at the 
warming shelter at Ludington State Park and we can go from 
there. Bring boots or snowshoes (if we are lucky 
enough to have enough snow cover). 
FFI Joan Young jhy@t-one.net or 231 
757-2205.  

Ed Chappel Receives Plaque  

Members of the Spirit of the Woods Chapter of the North Country Trail Association honored Ed Chappel by naming the 

Boardwalk through Sterling Marsh after him. John Cooley spearheaded the fund drive to create a bronze plaque honoring 

Ed for his tireless effort in directing and scheduling work and seeking funding for materials for the boardwalk. The wording 

on the plaque is: In recognition of the vision and unfailing dedication to maintenance and improvement of the Spirit of the 

Woods section of the North Country Trail this part of the trail will be 

henceforth known as the Ed Chappel boardwalk.  

Left, John Cooley and Ed Chappel, Trail Coordinator. Above, Ed and plaque which 
is now installed by Brian Buchanan on the longest section of boardwalk.  
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Spirit of the Woods Chapter Officers 
 

President and Trail Coordinator 
Ed Chappel (Irons) 

231 266-8008 ed.chappel@goldcomcable.com 
 

Treasurer 
Brian Buchanan (West Olive) 

616 786-2945 nctrelay@nctrelay.org  
 

Joan Young (Scottville) 
231 757-2205 jhy@t-one.net 

 
Vice President and Newsletter Editor 

Loren Bach (Irons) 
231 266-8584  lobach@hughes.net 

Spirit of the Woods Chapter  

Annual Meeting  

October 8, 2011 Saturday,  

5 PM Fellowship and Picnic  

7 PM, Speaker, Joan Young,  

First Woman to Hike the Entire  

North Country Trail  

        

At Faith Fellowship Church  

                                  8889 W. 6 Mile Road Irons, MI  

 

ñThe North Country Trail and the Kitchen Sinkò is a fast-paced media show about the North Country National Scenic Trail from 
the perspective of the only woman to hike its entire length, and the only NCT end-to-end hiker to be active in the organization. 
The outstanding features of each of the trail's seven states are highlighted. 
Joan Young has enjoyed the out-of-doors her entire life. Highlights of her outdoor adventures include Girl Scouting, which 
provided yearly training in camp skills, the opportunity to engage in a 10-day canoe trip, and numerous short backpacking 
excursions. She was selected to attend the 1965 Senior Scout Roundup in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, an international event to 
which 10,000 girls were invited. She has ridden a bicycle from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean in 1986. On August 3, 2010 
Joan became the first woman to complete the North Country National Scenic Trail on foot. Her mileage totaled 4395 miles. 

Joan also writes a column for the Ludington Daily News called ñGet Off the Couchò.  

Joan will have copies of her book, North 
Country Cache and also a sneak pre-
view of her new book for children called 
Moose in Boots.Come enjoy the fellow-
ship with other outdoor lovers and hear 
Joan speak of her hiking experiences. 
This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. For further information http://
www.nor thcount ry t ra i l .o rg /spw/
Annual_Meeting.html  call 231 729-0544 

or email lobach@hughes.net 


