
  

Local Chapter of the North Country Trail Association  
Lake, Manistee, Mason and Oceana Counties in Michigan 

Winter 2011 -12 

Today was the monthly hike for the Spirit of the Woods trail 
club. There were just three of us and four dogs! We hiked the 
Nature Loop at Orchard Beach State Park in Manistee. This 
was our choice because we wanted a place where hunting is 
not allowed. You can see that we are being pretty careful to 
be visible anyway. 

There weren't any botanical 
surprises today... you'll have to 
settle for the beauty of familiar 
things. This is some shelf fun-

gus on a dead beech tree. 
Finally, another familiar plant, This is northern ground pine. 
It's a lycopodium (club moss). The taxonomy for this family is 
in complete chaos. DNA testing has thrown 
everything on its head, but these plants 
were always confusing anyway. So, this 
one is currently Diphasiastrum com-
planatum. It may stay put, because it's one 
of the most common. It looks like little 
Christmas Trees... a timely plant. 

Chapter Hike, November 19, 2011 

     Loren took a few tulip seed pods home to decorate a 
wreath. I took pictures. Ellen took memories of another good 

hike.                                                             By Joan Young  

See http://myqualityday.blogspot.com/2011/11/hike-at-

orchard-beach-state-park.html 

Panorama of the area where we need to re-route 
the trail near High Bridge. Photo by Loren Bach 

Ellen Lightle, Loren Bach, Photo by Joan Young 

Spirit of the Woods 
Patches Available 

 
We have patches of the 
Spirit of the 
Woods logo 
available for 

purchase. They are $3.00. Contact Joan 
Young at jhy@t-one.net or 231 757-2205.  

Photo by Joan Young 

Photo by Joan Young 
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I want to thank everyone that has 
helped with the boardwalk through 
Sterling Marsh. For a chapter the size 
of ours, with our members scattered 
all over Michigan and the surrounding 
states, it was quite an accomplish-
ment. The original plan was for the 
length to be 1,864 ft. and take 4 to 5 
years. We knew it would probably 
grow some as we continued to moni-
tor it, but never to 2,697 ft. the final 
length. Then to accomplish it in three 
years is even more impressive. That 
task also included widening the 608 
feet of boardwalk from the first year from 33 inches wide to 40 
inches wide. The width standard was revised from 30 inches 
to 36 inches that year after it was constructed. The Forest 
Service asked us if we would widen it and we did. 
Does that mean that as we continue to monitor it we may not 
add a small section? No that is very possible, but it will be 
done as a normal work day project. 
I also want to thank all of the Trail Adopters for your effort. At 
times Iôm sure that you feel, what you do isnôt appreciated. Let 
me tell you, that when we walk the trail we know that you 
have been out there. And the reports I get from other hikers, 
lets me know you have been out there and they really appre-
ciate it. Does that mean I donôt sometimes get some negative 
reports? Yes I do, but they usually are trail design or trail 
marking issues. They are things that arenôt under your control. 
However when you are working on your section or hiking on 
another section, you see things that could be done to make it 
better, please let me know. 
If any of you feel that you are no longer able to maintain your 
section of the trail, and would like to be replaced or have oth-
ers join you as adopters on your section, please let me know. 
Donôt feel bad if you do, as we all get to the point that we have 
to give up things that we enjoy doing, but the body says ñquitò. 
With the Parkinsonôs that Iôm coping with Iôm probably not too 
far behind. 
We will have another fairly active year for trail work this com-
ing year. The scheduled work days will be either the 2nd or 4th 
Saturdays of each month or both Saturdays (depending on 
the work load) beginning in either April or May. The weather 
man will be the deciding factor 
On the Manistee side we have a fairly significant trail reloca-
tion. The trail through a section just past the old railroad em-
bankment is continuing to collapse.  So we are going to relo-
cate up the old railroad embankment and then follow the old 
railroad grade to the north, then add a switchback up a hill  

and then follow the road (two track) a 
short ways, where we will then pick 
up the trail where it currently crosses 
the road. The embankment and the 
old railroad grade is privately owned 
and will require the ownerôs approval 
to relocate the trail. We have re-
viewed the move with him and he 
has given his verbal approval. We 
are currently getting the paper work 
ready for his approval.  This will re-
quire a 60 foot stairway alongside 
the embankment with a platform and 
a bench approximately half way up. 

We will also need to mow and mark the new section along 
with doing some re-benching. This will also require closing off 
the old section of trail and eventually possibly removing the 
old bridges. We also have a significant amount of re-benching 
to do along the northern sections of the trail. 
In the Baldwin section we have 7 bridges that need to be re-
paired or replaced between 56th and 76th streets. One con-
sists of (3) 6x6ôs and we need to add 3 more 6x6ôs to allow 
the movement of our equipment across it. The others will be 
replaced. We have established a priority list, but the major 
problem will be getting the material to these areas. This may 
be a factor in setting priorities. 
Iôm sure there are some areas that need to be re-benched. If 
you trail adopters or anyone of you hiking the trail feel that a 
particular section needs to have some work done on it, let us 
know and we will review it with you. We try to cover the trail 
as much as possible, but you all are our eyes. 
Once again thanks for all that you do. Hope to see you on the 
trail.       Ed Chappel 

Trail Coordinators Report 

THE BOARDWALK IN STERLING MARSH IS DONE. òTHANK GODó 

L to R: Ed Morse, Merl Schlaak, Judy Ferguson using a 
GPS to plan a re-route near High Bridge Photo, Loren Bach 
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EVENTS CALENDAR  
Everyone is welcome to attend our activities.  
For up-to-date information and maps to events,  

visit our website at www.northcountrytrail.org/spw   
or contact Ed Chappel 

   Hikes and Other Outings  
FFI see www.northcountrytrail.org/spw 

 

Please put these dates on your calendar for  outings. We will 
have hikes on the third Saturday of each month. Join Us! 
 

Saturday December, 17-10 AM Hike or snowshoe. Meet at 
the warming shelter at Ludington State Park and we can go 
from there. Bring boots or snowshoes (if we are lucky enough 
to have enough snow cover). FFI Joan Young jhy@t-one.net 
or 231 757-2205.  
Saturday January 21, 2012-10 AM Snowshoe or ski at Pine 
Valleys Pathway near Luther. The trails are not groomed but 
we can ski in our own tracks. The trail system has 8.2 miles in 
4 loops. FFI Joan Young jhy@t-one.net or 231 757-2205. 
Pine Valleys is between Baldwin and M55 on M37. It is 17 
miles north of Baldwin and 9 miles south of M55 then east on 
7 Mile Road .2 mi. to the parking lot. 
Saturday February 18-10 AM Chili Feed. Skiing or snow-

shoeing at Big M cross country ski trails outside of Wellston. 
Then warm up with chili and hot chocolate in the warming 
shelter at Big M. FFI Loren Bach or Dave Martus 231 266-
8584, cell 231 729-0544 or email lobach@hughes.net See 
www.skibigm.org for directions to the Big M ski area. 
Saturday March 17, 10 AM Celebrate St. Patrickôs Day at 
Magoon Creek Natural Area. Magoon Creek has 1/2 mile of 
Lake Michigan shoreline on high bluffs and 2.5 miles of hiking 
trails. Take US 31 south of Manistee, then 3 miles west on 
Fox Farm Road then 1/2 mile north on Red Apple Road to 
natural area entrance. FFI Loren Bach or Dave Martus (see 
above for contact info.) 

Board Meetings  
(Open to All)  

 

Friday, December 16, 7 PM Ed Chappelôs home 8153 Blue 
Gill Drive, Irons MI 49644 

Contact Ed Chappel for more info. 231 266-8008  
ed.chappel@goldcomcable.com  

BRIDGE WORK  

Brian Belt and his Forest Service crew constructed a new 
bridge in Leitch Bayou to replace the boardwalk that was 
swamped by a beaver dam. Photos on this page by Loren Bach 

Old bridge swamped by beaver pond. 

Working on the old bridge at  the High 
Bridge railroad embankment. The bridge 
supports are being exposed by the erosion 
of the sandy bank.   

Working on bridges was the theme 
for this autumn.  

A kayaker enjoys the warm October weather on the Big Manistee river.  


