Peter Wolfe Chapter of the North Country Trail Association 
Annual Meeting, April 27, 2005, Ramada Inn, Hancock, MI 

Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 5:04 PM, President Doug Welker presiding. 

Members present:  Elly Bunzendahl, Chris Edlin, Gale Jamsen, Alice Soldan, Ted Soldan, Suzanne Van Dam, and Doug Welker 

A call for additional agenda items resulted in a request to add the position of Membership Chair to the New Business section.

In the absence of Smitty Parratt, Doug Welker presented the Treasurer’s Report, outlined on the meeting agenda. 

As of 2/28/05, the Peter White Chapter assets were as follows. 
Checking account                                $1859.94 
Cox Shelter Grant                               $5077.89  
Destination Signs Grant                 $  511.01 
Ottawa National Forest Lean-to Grant    $1000.00 
Total                                           $8848.84 

Tangible Assets as of 4/27/05   Maps (sale items), miscellaneous tools and other equipment, signs, paint, videos, etc. 

T. Soldan moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as read.  A. Soldan seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

Trail maintenance needs were discussed.  As 30 miles of trails need maintaining, this 
year’s focus will primarily be maintenance rather than building.  15 miles of trail on the 
Baraga Plains need brush hog work.  A. Soldan noted that Marj Krumm has volunteered 
to do more trail maintenance this summer, especially on the Oren Krumm Shelter Trail. 
D. Welker mentioned that there is need for a new bridge along that trail along the 
Sturgeon River above Tibbitt’s Falls. 

D. Welker noted that although 10 boardwalks have been constructed to date on the 
Baraga Plains segment of trail, in order to provide handicapped access they still need end 
ramps.   D. Welker and T.  Soldan will discuss this and determine how best to complete 
the project. 

Doug announced that the reroute at Summit Peak Road in the Porkies, just east of 
Old Victoria was completed by the Sierra Club last year, as previously planned.  He also 
updated the group on the current status of  the Trap Hills National Recreation Area 
proposal, and discussed the new management plan for the Ottawa National Forest. 

Election of 2005-06 Peter Wolfe Chapter officers and at-large board members was held, 
and the results are as follows. 

President:  Doug Welker 
Vice President: Ted Soldan 
Secretary: Alice Soldan 
Treasurer: Smitty Parrattt 

At-large Board Members: 
Marjory Johnston, Patsy May, Catherine Andrews, Marj Krumm, 
Gale Jamsen, Suzanne VanDam 

Ted Soldan was also appointed as Membership Chair for the Peter Wolfe Chapter, and D. 
Welker announced that the Peter Wolfe Chapter has recently gained four new members.  

The following summer activities were announced and discussed.  More information may 
be obtained from D. Welker as the time approaches for each one. 

1. 
Trail reroutes at the west end of the Porkies:  No date yet announced, but ½ mile of 
NCT needs rerouting around a section where the snowmobile trail nears County Road 
519. 

2. 
Marquette Softies Hike  May 14-15: The May 14th  segment will go from M64 to the 
parking lot on Summit Peak Road  (about 13 miles).  The May 15th segment will go from 
Summit Peak Road via the Lily Pond, to the Little Carp River Trailhead (about 6 miles). 

3. 
Striding for Strings will take place on Saturday, 5/28 at the Houghton Waterfront as part 
of the Houghton Spring Arts and Music Festival.  See the following site for details. 
 http://www.coppercountrysuzuki.org/ 

4. 
North Woods Native Plant Society Hikes:  
May 28 Rockland/Military Hill early spring exploration (Rockland, MI) Sue Trull, Steve Garske 

June 4 - Haystack Mountain botany trip as part of Ottawa N.F. BBC (see below).  Meet at Nesbit Lake Camp (Sidnaw, MI) at noon.  Doug Welker and Ian Shackleford
Jun 18 - Round Lake, Price county (near Fifield, WI) Dorring estate - invasive species, discussion of  historical vs. native landscapes.  Quita Sheehan
Jul 9 - Botany and Archeology at Norwich Bluff/Mine, North Country Trail (Ewen, MI).  Ian Shackleford, botanist with archeologist Loreen Lomax and Norwich Mine expert Charlene Jordan.
Jul 30 - Plum Lake old growth, vernal ponds (Saynor, WI) - Colleen Matula 

Aug 20 - Day Lake (Bldr Jct, WI) deep, low-nutrient lake contrasted with last year's Aurora Lake (shallow, rich marsh) optional cookout.  Sandy Engel, Colleen Matula
Sep 10 - North East Ridge (Bergland, MI) 6-mile off-trail hike - Doug Welker& Steve Garske 
See  www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa/forest management/botany/2005 nwfield trips.doc 

5. 
National Trails Day is June 4.   No one knew of any hikes planned for that day in the 
Copper Country area.  C. Edlkin volunteered to check to see if the NCT Peter Wolfe 
Chapter could participate in the Striding for Strings event to be held on May 28 

6. 
2005 joint Sierra Club/NCTA service trip:  No date yet scheduled, but the Sierra Club 
 cook is available in July only. 

7. 
NCTA Annual Conference in Petoskey:  August 11-14 
See http://www.northcountrytrail.org/conf05/  for details. 

Andy Skurka and his sea-to-sea (C2C) hike were discussed.  E. Bunzendahl and C. Edlin 
said that they had met and hiked with him for a short time, and that he was certainly a 
strong hiker.  It was also noted that information about his hike can be found online. 
See  http://www.andrewskurka.com/ for the specifics. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM. 

