Minutes: Annual Meeting of the NCTA Peter Wolfe (PW) Chapter
213 Walker, Michigan Technological University
April 9, 2003
Call to order:  5:35 PM 
Officers in attendance:  
Doug Welker, Presidant 
Ted Soldan, Vice President 
Alice Soldan, Secretary 
Marjory Johnston, At-large Director 
Marj Krumm, At-large Director 
Patsy May, At-large Director 
Officers absent: 
        Smitty Parratt, Treasurer 
        Catherine Andrews, At-large Director 
Guest in attendance: 
        Kristina Fields 

Minutes of 2002 annual meeting: Doug Welker reviewed the minutes of the last annual business meeting held at the Best Western in Hancock, MI, and the associated Patagonia Slide Presentation held at Houghton High School, Houghton, MI.  Ted Soldan moved to accept the minutes as stated.  Second: Marjory Johnston.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s report: In the absence of the Treasurer, Doug Welker reported on the state of the PW Chapter finances. 

3/1/03 bank balance                             $1242.31 
Cox Memorial Shelter account            $5000.00* 
Lean-to account                         $1000.00 
Total                                           $7242.31 plus Tangible assets 

Tangible assets                         Maps** 
                                                Miscellaneous Equipment 
                                                Signs and paint 

*  Use what PW needs for shelters.  Balance goes to NCTA account. 
** Cost to PW $1.93 each.  Retail price $3.50 each. 

Alice Soldan moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report as read.  Second: Ted Soldan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Election of officers and at-large directors: The 2002 officers and at-large directors have all agreed to serve again this year.  No other individuals volunteered to serve, and no others were nominated.
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The slate of nominees on the 2003 Election Ballot was accepted as submitted.  The 2003 officers and at-large directors are as follows.

President:              Doug Welker 
VP:                     Ted Soldan 
Secretary:              Alice Soldan 
Treasurer:              Smitty Parratt 
At-large Directors:     

Catherine Andrews 
Marjory Johnston 
Marj Krumm 
Patsy May 

National Trails Day report and discussion: Kristina Fields reported on Houghton Waterfront activities to be held in celebration of National trail Day, May 24, 2003.  The goal of these activities is to raise local awareness of the Houghton Waterfront Trail, and other trails in the area.  Part of the celebration will be an 8K run along which local Suzuki musicians will perform.  The theme will be Striding for Strings.  Kristina encouraged the NCTA PW Chapter to participate in this event by having a table or booth somewhere along the route to promote the North Country Trail, and we agreed to do so.  Ted and Alice Soldan volunteered to staff the table at which we will have literature about the NCT and NCTA, and offer maps, as per tangible assets section above, for sale.  

Trap Hills Wilderness (Ontonagon County) discussion: Doug Welker summarized the 
progress made in promoting the Trap Hills Wilderness area.  He noted that an article in Backpacker magazine highlighting this location spurred development of a Trap Hills Conservation Alliance to advocate wilderness preservation of a 4000 acre core area of 

the Hills.  The Alliance has pledged to protect the NCT running through the core.  He noted that there are some issues which need to be resolved regarding shelters originally planned for this area, and expansion of  the wilderness boundaries to incorporate a corridor between two nonadjacent sections.  Issues include potential impact on the NCT, 

blazing of the corridor, trail building and maintenance problems that may arise due to restrictions on the use of motorized vehicles or chainsaws, and the fact that 5 of 8 proposed shelters would be in unapproved areas.

Ted Soldan moved that the PW Chapter continue to advocate for general wilderness area boundaries, within which the parties involved would eventually: 1.) designate more specific, politically defensible, boundaries, and  2.)  locate small plots of non-wilderness land where shelters can be built.  Second: Alice Soldan. The motion passed unanimously.

NCTA Annual Conference: Doug Welker reported that his year’s NCTA Annual Conference will be held in Marquette, MI, July 31 through August 3, and encouraged all PW members to consider attending.  Marjory Johnston and Doug Welker will attend.  Ted and Alice Soldan may also participate.  Others were asked to notify Doug if they decide to go. 
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Trail projects for the upcoming year: The following projects are planned for the near future. 

        Routine trail maintenance: 

Rolf Swanson 
Doug Welker 
other volunteers as available 

Baraga Plains trail puncheons: 500 feet of trail puncheons are scheduled to be 
        completed mid-July as a NCT-Sierra Club service project. 

NCT Sign project: Approximately a dozen additional signs are scheduled to be 

completed and installed by Ted and Alice Soldan, Marj Krumm, and Doug Welker sometime during summer 2003. 

Bridge and puncheons along Sturgeon River: This is a small project to be done as 
volunteers become available. 

Trail markers (mostly at trailheads): This is another project to be done as 
volunteers become available 

Reblazing: 2”x6” vertical painted blazes to be done as volunteers become 
available. 

        Bear proof lockers, bear cables, or metal bear poles: Doug Welker is exploring 

having these made by local high school metal shop classes. 

        
Possible Forest Service chain saw certification: Rolf Swanson and Doug Welker will 
pursue this certification this year if schedules permit. 

Membership initiative: Doug Welker distributed National Park Service NCT Maps, NCTA Membership Applications, Special Introductory Rate NCTA membership sponsor cards, and a flyer describing the PW Chapter and its website to all present.  These will be given out to prospective members in an effort to increase general membership, gain support for NCTA activities, and promote use of the trail.

Membership commendation: Doug thanked the group for attending, and noted that PW Chapter members deserved commendation for ranking as the second highest in Michigan for per capita volunteer hours.

Ted Soldan moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Second: Alice Soldan.  The motion passed unanimously.   Meeting adjourned: 7:05 PM
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