The North Country Trail, one of eight premier
hiking trails in the United States, dates from 1980,
when the trail was included in a package of
amendments to the National Parks and Recreation
Act of 1978, and signed into law by President
Carter. The act authorized a total of eight national
scenic trails, which includes the Appalachian Trail
(AT), Pacific Crest Trail (PCT). North Country
Trail (NCT), along with the Ice Age Trail, the
Continental Divide Trail, the Natchez Trace Trail,
the Florida State Trail, and the Potomac Heritage
Trail.

Al the time of the 1980 legislation, two of the trails-
the AT and the PCT-were existing trails, having
been originally authorized in the 1968 legislation
and long underway prior to that. The Florida State
and lce Age trails were well underway by then also;
the North Country and Continental Divide Trails
were at that point mostly in the thought and planning
phase, with some trail actually on the ground. The
Natchez Trace and Potomac Heritage Trails were
being developed. The NCT weaves its way through
the states of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota,
and when complete the NCT will exceed the length
of each of the other trails with approximately 4,500
miles of hiking adventure.

The North Country Trail Association (NCTA) is a
grassroots, nonprofit organization that works closely
with the National Park Service. The NPS was
designated by Congress, to oversee the trail, how it
is constructed, maintained, promoted and protected.
The NCTA is an organization of volunteers
numbering more than 3,000 who have a huge, vet
achievable task ahead.

Most of the work of building, maintaining and

promoting the trail is performed by volunteers.
Chapters are located in local communities along
the trail. The Chief Noonday Chapter is one of the
NCTA chapters.

The Chief Noonday Chapter is responsible for
building, maintaining and promoting the NCT in
the counties of Barry, Kalamazoo, and Calhoun.

Our portion of the NCT, when completed, will
include approximately 95 miles of trail. Building
and maintaining the trail continues on a regular
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basis the year around. Trail workdays are scheduled
monthly. Discovering the North Country Trail in
all of its splendor is exciting, and members take

advantage of workdays to enjoy its special offerings.

NCTA Chapters work closely with the association
other partner organizations and agencies including
the National Park Service.

The work assigned to each chapter depends on
its members — those who give of their time and
talent to the trail’s development over the years
and new members who provide new energy and
ideas. Membership in the Chief Noonday Chapter
first begins by joining the NCTA. (Current
information on membership is available on the
NCTA website “northcountrytrail.org”.)

When you join the NCTA you are given the

opportunity to choose the local chapter with which

you would like to be associated. The Chief

Noonday Chapter has grown steadily from a

beginning in May of 1996, when 12 members
were on the roster to the present
membership of approximately 150. Much
has been accomplished in these few years
including the construction of nearly 45

'~ miles of offroad trail.

- Membership dues in the NCTA also
provides financial support to the chapter
for operating expenses. The NCTA also
provides field grants, as funds allow, and
are made available to assist chapters in
funding construction, maintenance and
promotion of the trail. The National Park
Service also helps in a large way, through
“cost sharing,” a plan that allows the local

chapter to obtain much of the necessary equipment

and materials to build and maintain trail. The

NPS also provides their knowledge and resources

including experienced park service representatives

for volunteer training in the art of building and
maintaining the North Country Trail.







