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2011Chapter Calendar of Events 
 

From Chapter President Tim Mowbray 
 

Greetings to all Brule/St.Croix North Country Trail enthusiasts!  We are 

in the season when the trails are absolutely at their best for seeing color 

in the trees, wildlife and the natural beauty of Northwest Wisconsin.  Itôs 

a great time to get out and enjoy the trails you have worked so hard to 

maintain and build. 

 

We also need to remind members, helpers, and other volunteers to log 

into the website at www.northcountrytrail.org and report all of the vol-

unteer hours you have spent this year in various activities and work for 

the trails.  Remember that by logging these hours you help to increase 

our ability to get grants and to get consideration from the government 

and other organizations that support the trail association.   

 

One of the major focus areas for our chapter this coming year is to look 

at how we can increase the number of trail adopters to cover our expand-

ing trail system to the Southwest of Solon Springs.  Please feel free to 

invite neighbors and friends to our next Chapter Meeting on November 

12th at 1:00 PM at the Community Center in Solon Springs.  We 

need to increase our numbers to keep pace with the maintenance work 

ahead. 

 

I hope to see all of you at the next meeting and please let me know if you 

have items you would like addressed on the agenda.  You can contact me 

at tmowbray@earthlink.net.   
 

Congratulations to Award Winners! 
 

Peter and Lynne Nason have received the Chapter Honors Award for 

2011.  Their volunteer work as event organizers, trail maintainers, and 

enthusiastic participants in many chapter activities serve as a model for 

us all.  We recognize the Nasons as they leave our area for the South-

west, where many new trails await them. 
                                                  

November 7-11ðRovers Trail 

Building near Gordon Flowage.  

Contact Bill Menke, 

bmenke@northcountrytrail.org or 

608-935-0986.  Join the crew for 

a day or more and create your 

piece of the trail! 

 

November 12ðFall Chapter 

Meeting, Solon Springs Commu-

nity Center, 1 PM 

 

Iron River Hikersðweekly year 

round!  Meet Tuesdays at 9 AM 

at Orchards Café.  Contact Bob 

Norlin, 715-372-5229 

 

Solon Springs Hikersðweekly 

hikes,  Thursdays at Community 

Center.  



NorthStar Charter School Maintains the Trail! 
Students from the NorthStar Charter School in the Minong Northwoods School District and their teacher Brian 

Olson have adopted a section of trail near the Gordon Flowage.  Hereôs a report they wrote for us about their 

September trail work. 

 

On September 15, 2011 we (NorthStar Community 

Charter School) went to the North Country Trail 

near Solon Springs, Wisconsin. Our part of the trail 

is south of County Road M and it ends at Stuckey 

Road. 

 

We accomplished lots of tasks when we went to our 

part of the trail. Over the summer we had it mowed 

by our teacher. When we went we widened the trail 

out. Also we filled in all of the holes on our part of 

the trail. On the way there we saw 2 sand hill cranes. 

We trimmed lots of shrubs with our trimming tools. 

We also moved any trees on the trail. 

 

 

When we got to the campsite we moved lots of trees. 

We noticed where the drinking water site was you 

couldnôt find the cover. The lake water had risen above 

it. Also we noticed that you couldnôt get to the bathroom 

because of all the trees down from the July storm. We 

threw all the sticks into the fire pit and the woods. After 

that we walked some more. Then when we came back to 

the campsite and had a snack of apples and cookies. 

Then we hiked back to the road and left.   We had a 

great time. 
                                                                                                                                                          

NorthStar Community Charter Students 

 

 
 

Chapter Membership Report 
 

The September NCTA membership report shows the Brule-St. Croix Chapter with an even 60 members.  We 

are the ñmiddleò chapter in membership for Wisconsin; Heritage has 52 members, while our neighbors in the 

Chequamegon Chapter have an impressive 81 members. 

 

We all know NCTA needs to grow to accomplish our goalðcompleting and maintaining the trail.  We all 

know someone who enjoys the trail, but may not be a member.  Why not invite them with a Sponsored Mem-

ber application, or give a gift membership for a year?  Visit www.northcountrytrail.org for resources to help 

invite your friends and fellow hikers connect with the NCTA and support the trail. 
 

 



Trail Maintenance Report 
By Phil Anderson, Chapter Trail Adopter Coordinator 

anderp14@yahoo.com 

 

This has been a tough year for maintaining our trail.  We had a lot of rain and a lot of wind damage.  But all 

certified sections of trail are clear and open for use. A big 

thanks goes to all the trail adopters who did this work.  

 

We have also cleaned up the damage from the July tornado. 

This storm dropped many trees on the trail west of Solon 

Springs.  In the Spring Creek area probably 80% of the trees 

were down. But the trail has been cleared. This was accom-

plished with help from the roving trail building crew and a 

number of very dedicated trail adopters who gave extra time to 

clean up the blow down.  John Pearson, Jo Ann Pearson, and 

Jim Antonson deserve special recognition the their extra work.   

 

In the coming year we hope to build a stronger trail mainte-

nance program.  We are working on making chainsaw certification classes available.  This is difficult because 

the instruction needs to meet National Park Service standards.  Basically this means the classes have to be 

conducted by the NPS or national forest personnel. Certification is important so that trail adopters will be cov-

ered for accidents by the NPS. We are also getting new safety equipment (chain saw chaps, hard hats with face 

shields, and ear protection). These will be available in the trail maintenance trailer. 

 

We currently have trail adopters for all the certified sections of trail.  We still need, however, to be recruiting 

new volunteers.  It would be good to have co-adopters on all our trail sections.  Co-adopters provide a buddy 

system which can spread the work load and improve safety for all adopters.  The best recruiting tool is YOU.  

Inviting your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and relatives for a hike or talking up the trail with them can be 

very effective.  

 

We now have two school groups participating in trail maintenance.  Brian Olson has a group of 4th - 8th grade 

kids from the Northwoods Charter School helping with the Bird Sanctuary to Stuckey Road section.  Judy For-

tunaôs 5th grade class has adopted the trail section through Solon Springs and Lucius Woods Park.   

 

 

Marketing and Outreach Team 
 

The Chapter is considering forming a Marketing and Outreach Team to help find new members, new trail 

adopters, and new hikers!  The Team will publicize Chapter events, find ways to bring hikers to the trail, and 

ask all of our trail users to become members.   

 

If you have experience writing, publicizing, recruiting, or just providing information to people, thereôs a place 

for you on the Team.  Contact Phil Anderson, anderp14@yahoo.com, or Peter Nordgren, 

pnordgre@yahoo.com, to join the Marketing and Outreach Team. 
 

Find Us on Facebook 

                              Look for ñNorth Country Trail in Wisconsinò and follow the trail online 

 
 



Rovers Float Lumber on the St. Croix 
By Bill Menke, Roving Trail Crew Leader 

  

We had a very productive (but also very strenuous) outing in September.  For several years we puzzled over how to get our pun-

cheon materials into the trail segment that is on the north side of the St. Croix River and between the Gordon Dam ATV Trail and 

West Mail Road,  Because of the flat rocks that we used to construct a walking surface on the upland portions, our powerwagon 

would have bounced around and literally destroyed the work we had already done while we were waiting for the DNR to issue the 

permits we needed to construct the wetland structures.  We considered a 

helicopter contract (too expensive at a minimum $100,1000), and draft 

horses, snowmobiles, and ATVs dragging or trailering the materials 

through the woods.  All of these latter three modes would have also de-

stroyed the trail.   We also thought about boating the materials down the 

river from Gordon Dam but there are too many shallow places which 

would prevent passage with a loaded boat. 

 

 Finally, crew member Phil Anderson came up with the idea of working 

them across the river with two canoes that were fastened together to 

form a carrying platform.  Last October, we explored and then opened a 

temporary trail from the south side of the river to the nearest road and 

proceeded to move forward with this alternative. 

 

To start the project, we had three flatbed truck loads of material dropped at the 

road.  While some began cutting boards to the necessary length, others hauled 

them 0.3 miles with 

the powerwagon to the 

top of the south river 

bluff.  From that point, 

every single piece had 

to be hoisted on shoul-

der or back and carried 

over 500 feet (265 

steps) down the bluff 

and across a cedar bog.  

This trail became wet 

and very slippery. Once the materials were at the river, they were loaded 

onto the canoe barge and paddled about 200 yards across the river.  There 

other crew members helped offload the barge and neatly stacked the ma-

terials until we start using them. 

 

This was a tremendous transportation job.  All in all, we moved over 100 

4x6x16 foot beams, 100 telephone pole sills (5 feet long), and almost 1900 

deck boards (3 feet long) across the river.  All that is left of the south side for 

next month is about 15 sills and 15 beams and these are all already at the river 

edge or at the top of the bluff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I said, this was a very strenuous week and the crew worked extremely 

hard.  Special thanks need to be extended to: Phil Anderson, Dick Kro-

ener, John Pearson, Don Penly, Leon Pitzen, Dave Schlosser, Ron Soots-

man, Linda Sootsman, Jo Swanson, and Mark VanHornweder. 

  

Photos by Jo Swanson and Bill Menke 


